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 KINGSTONE & THRUXTON GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of the parish council held on Wednesday 1st November 2023
At 19.00 in Kingstone Village Hall, Green Lane, Kingstone Hereford

Present: 
Cllr David Bailey, Cllr Neil Howard, Cllr Denise Lloyd, Cllr Colin Pugh (Chairman), Cllr Paula Rawbone, Cllr David Rea, Cllr Christina Richards and Cllr Lynne Thorne.

In attendance:
John Anderson (Webmaster), Matthew Cobb (Lengthsman), Lisa Lewis (Parish Clerk), Steve Madison (Sports Association), Paul Neate (Parish Footpath Officer), Richard Thomas (Ward Councillor), two members of the local police team and five members of the public. 

	Agenda Ref
	Minutes

	1.
	Apologies for absence:- Received and ACCEPTED from Councillor Colin Warrillow.     


	2.

	To receive declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation Non-pecuniary interests recorded in the interests book for both Cllr Paula Rawbone and Cllr Lynne Thorne in respect of agenda item 7.3. 


	3.
	Approval of minutes and sign from parish council meeting held Wednesday 4th October 2023. It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes as a true record, and they were signed by the chairman.


	4.




4.1



	Members of the Public made comments on the following points:-
· Dog bins and waste disposal at the Sports Field. It was RESOLVED to add this item to next month’s agenda. 
· Jubilee Park
· Minutes – traffic calming
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence Received: 
Correspondence: 
None received. 
Updates 
· Previous Lengthsman – Clearing of the footway and kerb lines along the B4349 part completed. The clerk has queried completion. Still awaiting update.  
· The Sports Association Committee had advised that they were putting notices up to advise the bins will be removed from the end of November. Publication on social media had been considered, however the committee had decided not to publicise the removal of bins as they felt signage should be adequate. The clerk had a further conversation with a member of the Committee regarding the content of the notice. 
· Knotweed at near Hanley Court has been inspected by the Estate who confirm that this is highway responsibility. The clerk has reported to BBLP for immediate action. Reference:- FS-Case-557420936.
· Bulbs have arrived and will be planted by the lengthsman for spring flowering.
· Kingstone Consolidated Charities – The clerk has received notification that the current chairman needs to resign. Therefore, the clerk is looking into the legalities of the PC becoming a Sole Trustee for the charity. It was RESOLVED to include an item on the next agenda to consider this further. 
Planning Decisions – FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
None to note. 
 

	5.
5.1







5.2



5.3







5.4



5.5



5.6





5.7
	Verbal Reports
Local Policing Team Reported:-
· It’s the time of year where there is usually a spike in crimes, they would like to remind residents to remain vigilant and to report any crimes. Surrounding villages have an increase in reports, however the parish crime reports have reduced. 
· Local police team are happy to attend any future events in the villages. 
· Current funding to support youths, anyone with ideas should contact the police team. 
Ward Cllr Reported on the following:- 
· New library is likely to be in the Shire Hall. 
· 106 Monies. 
· Speeding through the village. 
Lengthsman Reported:-
· Work has commenced.
· Asked council to consider the requirements per month. It was RESOLVED that a working group meeting will take place to consider. 
· Costings for dog waste removal requested, these will be sent to the clerk. 
· Bulb Planting and locations – it was RESOLVED for Councillor Lynne Thorne to liaise with the lengthsman to ensure bulbs are planted and agree locations. 
· Report advised of silted up ditches, clerk to report to BBLP. 
Village Hall Committee reported:
· Hall is used most days. 
· Quiz evening took place and raised funds of £170.00. 
· Christmas Fayre to be held end of November and Christmas Bingo in December. 
Sports Association Reported: 
· Next meeting to take place on Sunday 3rd December. It was noted that Councillor Colin Pugh is currently a representative on the Committee and endeavour to attend. It was noted that the Parish Council can have an additional representative. 
Parish Footpath Office (PFO) Reported:
· BT Path now cleared. Correspondence with BT regarding the clearance of the path. 
· KS3 & KS25 cleared again. 
· Several stiles need fixing and waymarkers need installing. It was RESOLVED that the clerk will obtain quotations from the lengthsman and there was a unanimous vote to provide the clerk with delegated authority, up to the budget limit to carry out these works once the quotes are received. 
Bike Track: No updates 
 

	6.
	To formalise working groups:- 
· Finance Working Group – Cllrs Lloyd, Pugh, Rawbone, Thorne and Warrillow
· Lenghtsman & Village Maintenance – Cllrs Pugh, Thorne and Rawbone 
· Employment – not required 
· Remembrance Memorial – Cllrs Bailey, Rea, Rawbone, Warrillow and one member of the public. 
· Christmas Arrangements – Cllrs Bailey, Rea and Warrillow

	7.
7.1
7.2


7.3



7.4


	Financial Reports
The payments list for November, as shown in appendix 1 was APPROVED. 
Banking - Bank balances and reconciliation for September 2023 were noted and statements were signed by the chairman, see appendix 2. It was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to approve a bank mandate to Santander removing 6 previous cllrs / clerks as signatories or administrators. 
A request from the Village Hall Committee for financial assistance towards the replacement of the Fire Doors was considered. A contribution of £2,000 as allowed by the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19 was proposed, seconded and agreed by a unanimous vote. Cllrs Rawbone and Thorne abstained from the vote. Clerk to action.   
The current processes for the publication of councillors declarations of interests was noted. It was noted that correspondence had been received from Herefordshire Council about new procedures and that HALC are currently advising against clerks publishing these documents. It was RESOLVED that the council will follow guidance received from HALC. 


	8.

	Planning 
None Received.  

	9.
9.1


9.2

9.3


9.4

9.5
9.6


9.7

	Highways and Environmental Matters
Councillor Pugh provided an update from the Zoom meeting held with Herefordshire Council on the 12th October. He outlined the email with provisional timelines provided by Herefordshire Council following the meeting, which had been circulated to all councillors. 
The council considered whether any of the items detailed in the 106 plan should be removed and dealt with separately and it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote not to remove any items. 
Bench at the Church Triangle – deferred pending quotation. 
Costs for a bench at the Church Triangle, as allowed by the Parish Council Act 1957, ss 1(1) and 7 – item deferred until the next meeting. 
Sandbags – it was agreed for the clerk to contact the local farmer to establish current supplies. Discussions around alternative storage areas closer to the village. It was RESOLVED to add this item to the next agenda. 
Remembrance Memorial Plan – no meeting has taken place yet. 
Kingstone Grange Management / Residents Committee – the clerk confirmed Lagan Homes had been contacted, awaiting a response. It was confirmed by residents of the estate that there is no Committee currently in place. 
Hedgehog Highway support – the council considered correspondence received and it was RESOLVED not to support this initiative as other cheaper alternatives can be made. 


	10.
	Training – the current training schedule from HALC was considered and it was RESOLVED to hold an in-house session on a Wednesday evening in the village hall. Clerk to arrange. 

	11.

	Christmas 
Awaiting costs for a Tree. Electric can go in at a cost of £300 + VAT – clerk to establish written permission from the landlord  for consent to install electrics and use area for the Tree. It was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to approve a maximum budget of £1,000 and to provide the clerk with delegated authority to purchase / approve the necessary items. 

	12.
	Items for next agenda 
· Budget / Precept
· Dog Bins 
· Noticeboards
· Sandbags


	
	Date of next parish council meeting is Wednesday 6th December 2023.  

	
	Meeting closed to the public at 8:45pm. 





SIGNED…………………………………………………………		DATED…………………………….
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